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  Principals Report 

WELL DONE 

We have finally made it to the end of Term 1 and that is a great achievement given the disrup-
tions of the past two years. It is worth noting that for each year level the last time they had a full 
term of onsite schooling was: 

Current year Level          Last full term of school 
Year 6                                 Year 3  
Year 5                                 Year 2 
Year 4                                 Year 1 
Year 3                                 Prep 
Year 2                                 Never 
Year 1                                 Never 
Prep                                    Never and no kinda 
 
Therefore, for most of our students the continued structure of school and the social skills required 
for unregulated play at recess and lunch have needed to be relearnt. No wonder everyone is 
tired….. 
 
WINGS OF KINDNESS 
 
Thanks to our amazing Art team (Robyn, Michelle, and Dannii) who designed and painted our 
mural “Wings of Kindness”. Below is our two School Captains, Kushal and Tehzeeb in front of the 
mural. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 I hope everyone has a safe and relaxing break. See you next Term. 

https://manorlakesp12.vic.edu.au/


Principals Report Continued… 
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Prep! 
Reading 

In reading this Term we have been learning our letters and the sounds 
they make. We have been reading Milo Monkey’s birthday surprise and 
meeting a new character each week! We have been working on craft 
for each character and finding their sounds within our reading.  

 

We have also been learning all about the author Eric Carle, he is 
an American author and illustrator. We read his books Brown 
Bear Brown Bear What Do You See? Polar Bear Polar Bear What 
Do You Hear? Panda Bear Panda Bear What do you See? The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar and Mister Seahorse. We have been 
learning all about the author’s craft and practicing our compre-
hension strategies of predicting, making connections and retell-
ing.  

Writing 

In writing this Term, we have been writing so many 
fun stories and recounts! We have been learning all 
about how we write our letters, and how we can 
write the sounds we hear in our writing. We have 
had a big focus on the author’s craft, using Eric 
Carle’s writing to help inspire us and including 
verbs and adjectives into our stories. We have been 
writing stories based off Eric Carle’s writing and we 
cannot wait to share our published stories at the 
end of this week.  

Maths  

 

We have learnt so many things in maths this semester! We have been practicing our 
counting, measuring objects, learning all about shape and location. We have so much fun 
exploring our school environment to look for different shapes in our world around us, and 
to use different location language to find our way around the school. The students have 
done a great job on their counting this semester and we have been practising our subitis-
ing and how we write our matching numerals.  

 



 

Integrated-  

 

In our integrated time we have been creating book covers that are inspired by Eric Carle’s 
covers, and this week we have been painting! We have been using water colour paints to 
recreate the amazing colours and style Eric Carle uses in his images. This week we fo-
cused on recreating Eric Carle’s seahorses and making our own covers for our stories. We 
can’t wait to share them with you! 



The Grade 1 cohort is so excited 

to share their end products of 

their Author Study – Mem Fox 

Walls/Windows! 

The students of grade 1 had 

done an outstanding job on 

their work with alliteration, repe-

tition and rhyming in writing 

whilst completing their own nar-

ratives based on innovating 

Hattie and the Fox. 

They also enjoyed making pre-

dictions, finding interesting 

words and visualising in  

Reading! 

But I think its safe to say that the 

Grade 1’s enjoyed the most 

seeing their spectacular work 

displayed in their classroom on 

Grade1 



Grade1  



 

 

Grade 2  
Students in Year Two have been focusing on their Author 
Study of Nick Bland in recent weeks. We have been very 
busy reading books such as The Very Cranky Bear, The 
Very Sleepy Bear and Monster Chef. Students have been 
comparing these stories and have been searching for the 
characters, settings, problems, and solutions within these 
texts. We have also been studying closely on what Au-
thor’s Craft Nick Bland uses in his books to really engage 
his readers. We have been inspired by Nick Bland and are 
practising to be innovative writers – meaning that we 
are gaining ideas from these stories and turning them in-
to new stories of our own. Students have also been in-
spired by Nick Bland’s Author’s Craft and are including 
rhyme, alliteration, and onomatopoeia in their own 
books. It is wonderful to see how excited they are, and 
we cannot wait to see how their stories turn out!  

 

 

 
 



 
Grade 3 

 

In grade three we have been learning all about the Author and Illustrator Anthony 
Browne. We have explored some of his many books, including Changes, Willy the 
Wimp, Piggy book and many more. This week we have been learning all about Antho-
ny’s life and creating a biography on a poster. We have really enjoyed reading his 
books and love his detailed illustrations and characters – usually GORILLAS! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In maths we have been exploring length. We have had lots of fun measuring differ-
ent objects using formal and informal units. Some of us measured smaller objects, 
while others measured the length of arms and legs and even the length of the class-
room! Last week we celebrated World Maths Day, where we participated in some 
maths activities such as a problem solving scavenger hunt and various challenges on 
Mathletics. We are now looking forward to learning about angles! 
 



 

Grade 4 

 

As we head towards the tail-end of Term 1, the Grade 4s have been 

hard at work with our immersive author study into famous Aus-

tralian author, Margaret Wild. The students have been developing 

their own pieces of fiction based off of Margaret Wild’s stories, fo-

cusing on complex themes such as friendships, family and hope. 

These themes have been expanded upon during our reading time 

where students have done an absolutely outstanding job with con-

necting these themes to their own life experiences and the media 

they read, watch and play. We can’t wait for the students to finish 

their writing and share their published pieces with their class-

mates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students have done an absolutely amazing job with their resil-

ience this term, it being their first uninterrupted learning period 

in quite a long time. They are all absolutely deserving of the up-

coming break and we cannot wait to see them return after the hol-

idays. As Grade 4 team, we would like to thank all parents and car-

ers for your persistent hard work in supporting your children and 

wish you a great break. 





 

 

Grade 5  

For the past few weeks, we have been focused on our Authors study unit. In 
this unit we have explored the themes, craft, and inspirations of the Author 
Chris Van Allsburg. In reading, we have been making connections to the texts 
Jumanji, The Sweetest Fig, Just a Dream and The Stranger. We have used 
QAR reading strategies to help us understand and comprehend the texts we 
have been reading. In writing, grade 5 students have been creating narra-
tives that are inspired by Chris Van Alls berg, using similar themes identified 
in texts we have studied. Our students have been focusing on authors craft 
with their writing, where they identify strong word choices, and memorable 
phrases, to borrow to make their narratives have greater engagement for 
the reader.  

 

In numeracy, we have been focussing on place value and understanding the 
value in numbers. We have had a big focus on problem solving with worded 
problems, being able to understand what a question is asking and using ef-
fective strategies from our problem-solving tool kit to support our thinking. 
We have covered measurement units such as length, volume, capacity and 
time. And we have had a focus on self-regulation and awareness using the 
zones of regulations.  Our students have enjoyed participating in grade 5 
sport every Friday.  

 



 

 

Grade 6 
 

The beginning of the 2022 school year brought with it a lot of excitement 
and nerves. Staff and students alike were excited to be back at school and 
not behind a computer screen, whilst being cautiously optimistic about 
getting a full term in the classroom. 
 
In Writing, we have been working on the structure and creation of infor-
mation reports. Students chose a topic they knew a lot of information 
about to create informative posters. Some of the topics ranged from tor-
nadoes to cricket and even to what it takes to become a police officer. In 
our author’s study sessions, we unpacked the writing styles of Australian 
author Shaun Tan. Students had the opportunity to create their own 
Shaun Tan inspired books, which were shared across their cohort. Using 
their writer’s notebooks, students created word splashes and drew images 
to record the things they noticed, observed or thought about. Students al-
so completed quick write activities where they create a short-written 
piece using a prompt.  
 
In Reading, we read texts that summed up citizenship with the focus on 
the question ‘What does it mean to be Australian?’. Students practiced 
summarising different texts and tested their comprehension skills using 
different questioning strategies. We spent a significant time reading and 
unpacking different Shaun Tan texts. Students became fascinated by his 
different styles of writing and outstanding use of illustration to get his 
voice across. Students were also given time to complete guided reading 
groups as well as individual reading.  
  
In Maths, students have worked on their understanding of place value. We 
learnt how to place and order numbers on a number line in ascending and 
descending order. Students also compared lengths and calculated the pe-
rimeter and area of rectangles. In their SNMY (Scaffolding Numeracy in 
the Middle Years) lessons, students have demonstrated a variety of strate-
gies to develop their multiplicative thinking.  
  
Our Year 6s have also participated in extracurricular activities throughout 
the term including Harmony Day and Clean Up Australia Day. Students al-
so participated in Gala Day, where they showed off their skills in either 
volleyball, cricket, tennis, basketball or softball against other schools. 
 

We have had an amazing first term back in the classroom and look for-
ward to a jam-packed term 2.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 










