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Principals Report 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to the start of Term 4! We trust that all families had a relaxing term break. The good 
news is that from Week 3 we finally see some of our students starting to come back onsite ac-
cording to the staggered return. We cannot wait to see the happy faces again and feel the 
‘buzz’ of a normal school environment. There undoubtably will be COVID related and logisti-
cal challenges along the way however we are optimistic that as the term progresses the 
whole school community will handle these with it’s usual resilience and flexibility. 

Masks 

A directive by the Chief Health Medical Officer states that Victorian students from Year 3 and 
upwards will be required to wear a mask when they return to face-face onsite learning in their 
normal classes. Younger primary school students (P-2) will not have to wear masks however 
it is encouraged. We are fully aware of the challenges of getting primary school students to 
wear masks and will take a supportive, encouraging approach to ensure compliance and 
teachers will contact families if further support is required. Further details will be sent out as 
we get clarification from the Department. 

Preps 2022 

We continue to see a steady stream of new prep enrolments so as a reminder if you have a 
child eligible for Prep in 2002 and have not enrolled them yet, please contact the office. The 
second prep information session will be run on Thursday October 28th at 2pm. This session 
will be held via Zoom the link will be shared closer to the date. 

Prep interviews will begin on Friday October 29th and will be held via Zoom. Once your child 
has been enrolled contact will be made form the school, this will include the scheduled meet-
ing time and Zoom link. 

Meetings 

Even though students starting to come back onsite we remind parents to minimise their  time 
on the school grounds and leave promptly once they have picked up their child. Meetings with 
their classroom teacher will still have to be organised online. 

 

https://manorlakesp12.vic.edu.au/


Principals Report Continued... 

Hats 

Hats are required to be worn in the yard in Term 4 and this includes the students in the cur-
rent Onsite Supervision Program. Please ensure your child brings a hat to school and please, 
please, please mark the hat with their name. 

Staffing Update 

During the break we farewelled Peter Osboldstone, who was able to fulfil a long term desire 
to move to Japan with his family. Peter has secured a teaching position in Japan and while 
most of us cannot move more than 15km away from home it is amazing he was able to move 
8000km!! We wish Peter all the best in the future. 

Facilities 

You may have seen the earthworks ant the Scholar Drive end of the school. This is in prepara-

tion for the relocatable classrooms that will allow us to have more reasonable class numbers 

in 2022. We also have also installed bright new seating next to Barlee gym with the colours 

chosen by a group of our students. 



Our Learning in…. 

Prep 

During Term Three the Prep’s explored Fairy Tales during reading and writing. They learned 

the different features of Fairy Tales which cumulated in them writing their own Fairy Tales. 

The Prep’s produced some wonderful and imaginative stories based on the Fairy Tale Gen-

re.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Mathematics, the Prep’s explored many different mathematical concepts including shape, 

mass, capacity and additive thinking.  The Prep’s learned about bundling, trusting the count 

and counting on to make teen numbers.  

They then ex- plored addition and 

subtraction using number stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2022. 

We are currently taking enrolments for Prep 2022, please go to our 

school website or contact the school office to enrol. If  you have any 

questions, feel free to email Courtney Davey 

(Courtney.Davey@education.vic.gov.au)  

mailto:Courtney.Davey@education.vic.gov.au


                           Grade 1. 
 

 

 

  



Grade 2. 

 
Students of Grade 2 have made a spectacular start to Term 4. We have begun a new Inte-
grated unit on FOOD (yum!), during which students will learn the attributes of healthy food 
and healthy lifestyles. Students have been immersed in the topic by reading a range of men-
tor texts about food and completing a variety of food-inspired activities. Students are work-
ing towards publishing a persuasive letter later this term, convincing the canteen to sell 
more healthy food. In order to get there, students are engaging with different persuasive 
texts. Many students are already noticing and experimenting with the features of a persua-
sive text, which has been awesome to see. In Maths, we have been focussing on fractions 
and continuing our Time All The Time work. The Grade Two team is very proud of how our 
students have taken so confidently to their learning this term, and we are so looking forward 
to being back in the classroom!  
 

 

 



                        Grade 3 
Grade 3s have made a great to our learning in term 4. We have had a focus on learning new 

information in Reading such as finding out more about Australia’s different climates. In Writ-

ing, we are learning about information reports and what kinds of things to include in these. In 

Maths, we are learning about the capacity of different containers as well as starting our new 

unit on symmetry. In social skills, the students have learnt about cyber bullying and what can 

be done to combat this. Keep up the great work grade 3s ! 

 

 

 

 

  



                          Grade 4. 
 

This term in Grade 4 we have been looking at nutrition and all the different nutrients we put 

into our bodies. We have looked at their benefits and how much we should be eating each 

day. We have worked on our notetaking skills in reading and in writing we have been prac-

tising turning out notes into fact files on different nutrients including, sugar, salt, fibre, car-

bohydrates, and protein. We have really enjoyed learning about all the different benefits we 

can get from the food we eat! In maths we have been exploring money and all ways we can 

make money, make budgets and how to calculate change. It has been a fantastic start the 

term and we are looking forward to seeing everyone on site very soon!    

  



                           Grade 5. 
 

For week 1 and 2 in year 5, we have been looking at Leadership for Integrated, and Shapes in 
Maths. 
 
In Writing we are currently working on persuasive letters to apply for a school leadership 
role for 2022. Students have been given an opportunity to explore what makes a good leader 
and reflect on what would make them a good leader. Students have read and watched 
speeches made by different leaders for various audiences and purposes. We have looked at 
athletes who have had a big influence on their teams, as well as world leaders like Barack 
Obama. We have also watched speeches by Greta Thunberg with her speech on climate 
change, and even the fictional character Optimus Prime, and the encouraging speech he 
gave in order to save the world. Influential figures can come in many different shapes and 
sizes and as we looked closely at each person, we were always able to learn something new 
about being persuasive. Students have been able to look at the speeches and gain a deeper 
understanding on not only what made each person a good leader and speaker, but also the 
persuasive techniques that make them stand out from the rest.  
 
In Reading we have been practicing using sentence stems to use both our prior knowledge 
and text clues to justify our responses. With a focus on the question ‘what makes a good 
leader’, students continued each day unpacking what that question meant to them and devel-
oped an insight and understanding on how leaders can be different, yet bring something new 
and exciting to the table. With different values and ideals, each leader expresses their ideas 
with passion and strong emotions. Word choice has been a large focus for weeks 1 and 2, as 
we challenge our own vocabulary and writing skills to new depths.  
  
In Maths, the year 5’s have continued to work on their shapes unit of work. The students have 
consolidated their understanding of lines of symmetry and 2D shapes. In Week 2, we began 
to introduce the transformation of 2D shapes, through rotation, translation, and reflection. 
Students have been challenged and engaged through the exploration of shapes. We looked 
at the difference between rotational symmetry and line of symmetry. Consolidated our under-
standing that rotational symmetry is how many times a shape fits into itself.  
  
Our grade 5’s have been feeling very successful in their learning and it has been a joy to see 
them be challenged and observe them problem solve through their learning.  
Keep up the amazing learning Grade 5s!  

                   Writing Enrichment Program. 

Check out the latest literary efforts from some of  our talented Writing 

Enrichment students by clicking on this link:  

If  you can’t click on link you may need to copy and paste into your 

browser.  

 

https://sway.office.com/dhDIeaokQ5xzMDHR?ref=Link  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.office.com%2FdhDIeaokQ5xzMDHR%3Fref%3DLink&data=04%7C01%7CVicky.Frawley%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8478611d3ca84ebf439708d98d39dc4c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6376961019083

