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Principals Report 

Remote Learning 

As we continue with remote learning, we would again like to communicate a 
heartfelt thank you to everyone for doing the best that they can despite the situa-
tion. We realise that it is very difficult to individually cater for the needs of  every 
family and this challenge is reflected in the emails we receive often with directly 
conflicting requests about more or less remote learning. 

Despite some challenges, we continue to hear many positive stories from within 
our school community. And like all our families in the school community, as staff  
we are also juggling the home/child caring/professional roles and the incredible 
frustration that goes with our current situation. 

100 days of  school  

Recently our Preps celebrated 100 Days of  school. Our wonderful team of  teach-
ers created a great day for students providing a range of  fun activities around 
the number 100 including a great virtual disco. 

Book week 

Recently we have been celebrating Book Week. Whilst it has been somewhat dif-
ferent to normal, we still looked forward to having some fun. We would like to 
thank all the teams for the work they have done behind the scenes in preparation 
for the day and the modifications they have made. We split the celebration over 
two days in P-2 and 3-6 as we are aware not every family has multiple devices. 

Managing remote learning 

Recently, we attended an online presentation with well known psychologist  Mi-
chael Carr. We appreciate that the recommendations below might not be appre-
ciated at this point by some of  you who are really struggling and we know that all 
families manage things according to their context. Michael talked about the im-
pact of  COVID and remote learning but he mostly focused on looking forward 
with hope and the importance of  maintaining a routine and modelling positivity 

https://manorlakesp12.vic.edu.au/
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Michael said some of  the impacts were: 

• Loss of  jobs and livelihood 

• Remote learning 

Missing out on rites of  passage such as graduation, significant birthdays, funer-
als etc. 

• Fear and anxiety 

• Mental wellbeing 

• Relationships 

• Social connections 

• Ongoing uncertainty about the future 

Michael recommended that despite the challenges, we need to set a calm emo-
tional tone in front of  our children through narratives that are optimistic and pre-
sent hope and resilience. Michael also communicated that the principles of  great 
parenting should not change because of  coronavirus. 

His words of  advice were: 

• We should put things in perspective (i.e. we have already coped with lock-
downs) 

• We need to set limits and boundaries 

• There should still be consequences for poor behaviour 

• Have family rituals and routines ( i.e. at the end of  each day, a fun activity) 

• Use Vitamin ‘N’ meaning it is okay to say No 

• Foster empathy 

• Foster resilience by letting children problem solve and have a bit of  struggle 

• Make children wait, don’t give them your attention immediately 

• Display kindness 

Take Care and Stay Safe. 

Mike Lanyon & Daniel Condon- Acting Primary Campus Principal 



         Our Learning in... 

Grade Prep 

100 Days of School 
On Friday the 20th of August, the Prep students celebrated ‘100 Days of School’. This is a wonderful 

achievement by our Prep students who have persisted with their learning both online and onsite in 

2021. The Preps celebrated this achievement by wearing their pyjamas to Zoom and by having a 

whole cohort disco, where they played games and had a dance party with all of the Prep teachers. 

Students then completed Literacy and Numeracy activities that related to the number 100 . 
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A message to the Prep students from all of your 

teachers: We are all very proud of the effort you have 
put in over the last 100 days and can’t wait to see all 

of the amazing things that you do in the future!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Week 2021! 

Lets not let remote learning put a 
dampener on our celebrations! 

 

 



 Book Week 2021! 
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                           Grade 1. 

Let us share all the fun we are having in grade one! 
 

Fairytales!  

The grade ones have been busy reading fairytale stories such as Rumpel-
stiltskin, Goldilocks, The Gingerbread Man, Elves and the Shoemaker 
and Jack and the Beanstalk. In reading, they have been learning about 
good and bad character traits, inferring character feelings and discuss-
ing problems, solutions and endings to the fairytale books that have been 
read. In writing, students have been creating story maps, retelling fairy 
tales in their own words and showing and not telling how characters are feeling. 

Integrated! 

In integrated, the grade ones have been enjoying different activities created by their teach-
ers for students to engage with. These activities have been shown in the form a grid for stu-
dents to pick and choose activities that are of interest to them. Teachers have chosen fun ac-
tivities such as cooking, exercise, craft, mindfulness tasks and many other fun activities for 
the grade ones to participate in. The grade one students enjoy posting their photos into 
google classroom for all their friends and teacher to see.  

Book Week! 

On Friday the 27th of August, the grade ones participated in book week online in 3 zoom ses-
sions with various grade one teachers and students. All students had the opportunity to 
dress up as their favourite book character. Student’s listened to a book being read, dis-
cussed and answered questions and participated in a hands on activity based on their book. 
At the end of this exciting day they reflected with their classroom teacher and peers about 
the books the read and activities they participated in throughout the day. 

 

 

  



Grade 2. 

During Term 3, the Grade 2 students have been undertaking their learning mainly online, apart 
from a few days of onsite learning. They have been identifying important features of Fractured 
Fairy Tales and applying their analysing and synthesising skills to a range of Mentor Texts. At the 
conclusion of our Fairy Tale unit, students will have completed their own fractured Fairy Tale 
with a changed element. 

During Mathematics, students have been studying arrays (groups of objects) and creating their 
own word and number stories. They have just started to learn about the area of 2D shapes and 
objects and identify which shape has the greatest or smallest area. Whilst working remotely stu-
dents have been resilient, respectful and have been able to highlight the things that put them in-
to the green zone. Well done Grade 2s! Your teachers are all very proud of you! 

 
 

 

 

 

                        Grade 4. 
In Grade 4,  we are continuing with our unit of  Fables students have been learning to infer-

ence characters and beginning to design their own characters in their story, they’ve been 

looking at the characters traits, inside and outside. Getting prepare to plan and draft our own 

Fables. 

In Mathematics, we have been learning to do division using the different symbols and arrays 

to help us.  We have also been doing some mindfulness because we know how lockdown is 

on everyone. 

The grade 4 teachers are really proud of most of the work being completed at home! Well 

Done Grade 4 and keep up the great work! 

 
 

 

  



                           Grade 3. 
 In Grade 3, students have continued their work on Fairy tales. Students have been analysing the craft elements 

of a Fairy Tale. They have attempted to rewrite them and made inferences about the images. During our numera-

cy learning time, we have used number lines to show our skip counting ability. In social skills the grade 3 stu-

dents have learned strategies that can help a person be calmer and more relaxed by writing a letter Wibbly. We 

participated in different fun Book Week activities on Monday. The books we read were There's no such thing, Col-

lin Cockroach goes to Caloundra, How to Make a Bird and Ellie's Dragon.  

 

Here are some example of the work from grade 3: 

 

  



                        Grade 6. 
Even though we have been working remotely, it has been a busy couple of weeks for the 

Grade 6 students! Here’s a quick insight into what has been happening… 

Literacy 

In Literacy, students have been carefully reading, analysing and discussing various Greek 

myths and legends. These include: 

• Hades: God of the Underworld 

• Athena 

• Minotaur 

• Perseus and the Gorgon (The story of Medusa) 

• Helen of Troy (The Trojan Horse) 

In their reading lessons, students were tasked with identifying character traits, themes, mes-

sages and narrative structure elements, as well as making connections with the characters 

and events in each. In Writing, students have been tasked with summarizing and re-telling 

these stories in their own words, as well as creating sentences which show a character’s 

feelings or emotions, rather than simply telling the reader. 

Numeracy 

In Numeracy, students have been carefully studying Financial Mathematics, investigating 

topics and concepts such as: 

• Adding and subtracting 

• Budgeting 

• GST 

• Interest 

• Creating financial plans 

They have also been completing twice-weekly SNMY (Scaffolding Numeracy in the Middle 

Years) lessons which are designed to challenge each student’s multiplicative and divisive 

thinking skills at an appropriate level. 

Events 

On Monday the 30th of August, the Grade 6 students also enjoyed their Book Week Celebra-

tion Day, where they were able to meet, collaborate and share with students from across the 

six Grade 6 classes. They were able to select from a chosen few examples from the books 

shortlisted for ‘Book of the Year’ across various categories and complete activities based on 

them. These books were: 

• ‘Worse Things’ by Sally Murphy 

• ‘Anisa’s Alphabet’ by Mike Dumbleton and Hannah Sommerville 

• ‘Dry to Dry’ by Pamela Freeman and Liz Anelli 

• ‘Ribbit Rabbit Robot’ by Sofya Karmazina 

The Grade 6 students also had an opportunity to meet with their Prep buddy classes on Tues-

day the 24th of August for a fun-filled lunch catch-up. It was great to see so many Grade 6 stu-

dents get involved in this little event and the Preps were very appreciative of the time given 

up by the Grade 6s! 



Physical Education 

                   Writing Enrichment Program. 

  

 Some of  our most promising young writers from the Writing 

Enrichment program have produced high-quality stories for 

you to read. Check them out by clicking this link : 

    https://sway.office.com/SRTygJScenQ5HKfL?ref=Link (If this link does not open by clicking on it, please copy 

and paste the link into your web browser and hit enter or return to open it).  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.office.com%2FSRTygJScenQ5HKfL%3Fref%3DLink&data=04%7C01%7CVicky.Frawley%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8b8c068f4c874039bef608d96db964a9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6376614652920


Who am I? 

Can you guess which teacher this is? 

I was born and raised in India until I was 4 years old. I’m in my sec-

ond year of working at Manor Lakes College. If I could invite any-

one to dinner it would be Kobe Bryant. I had three great teachers 

to who inspired me to be a teacher my years Grade 4, 7 and 8 

teachers, Mr Stellato, Ms Rinaldi and Mr Meehan. 

My Favourite book is ‘This is a book’ by Demetri Martin. My Favour-

ite thing about being a teacher is I don’t have to stop being a kid.  

My Inspring Quote is “If you are going to do something wrong, do it 

right. If you did something right and it went wrong, that’s alright. Do it again!” Something you’ll here 

me say often in my grade 5 class room is “Flat Tire!”. I don’t like people who waste time. 

 

Send you guesses to vicky.frawley@education.vic.gov.au 

Answers from previous weeks: 

 

Week 4 Teacher: Miss Amanda Mazzeo. 

Week 6 Teacher: Mrs Courtney Davey. 

Manor Lakes Trivia! 

Question 1: Name 4 Past or Present Principals of the school? 

Question 2: What specialist subjects do we teach at Manor Lakes College? 

Question 3: Name 2 past Teachers  

(these can’t be Mrs Priestly, Mrs Langdon or Miss Villafore) 

Question 4: What are the main colours of the school uniform? 

Question 5: Name a building that was not built when we opened in 2009? 

Email your answers to vicky.frawley@education.vic.gov.au with your child's name grade and answer and there 

will be a prize for the highest score.  

 

Week 6 Answers 

Question 1: Can you tell me what each building in the school is named after? The buildings are names after Lakes in Australia 

Question 2: What year did the school open? 2009 

Question 3: Who are the current Primary school principals? Mike Lanyon and Daniel Condon 

Question 4: Name one teacher that has been here since the school opened? (they can be a primary or secondary teacher) 

Mark Stewart, Tracey Moore, Vicky Frawley, Viv Taggart, Craig Saville., Tracie Moore.  

Question 5: Who are all the Performing Arts Teachers? Ms Lia Montin, Ms Jacqui Ladd , Mrs Kathleen Hay.  



                  

news…. 
 
 

 

 
 



                    Wellbeing. 
 

 

Hi Families, 
 
I know this is a difficult and challenging time for you and all of our students. Unfortunately there isn’t 
an end day in sight. We know it is getting harder to engage our students online so a huge thankyou to 
everyone who is continuing to support students getting online and completing their work.  I know it 
doesn’t it feel like it, but it is making a huge difference for all of our students and their learning out-
comes. I hope you are taking time to enjoy little moments with your beautiful children and families 
where possible, because in hindsight those memories are what our children will remember the most. 
I have attached some resources, websites and support services if you feel you need extra support. 
September the 9th is RUOK Day. Your children will be engaging in online activities to coincide with 
this. If they could wear a touch of Yellow for their zooms, that would be awesome   

 
https://www.newstart.church/foodbank-food-security  

 

Connie Messina—Wellbeing Leading Teacher 
 
 
 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newstart.church%2Ffoodbank-food-security&data=04%7C01%7CVicky.Frawley%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0ef528e2b5e24abc55ec08d9675189bc%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6376544224632578


Wellbeing. 



Wellbeing. 
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