
Eid al- Adha
What is Eid a—Adha?

Eid al-Adha is a religious festival celebrated by Muslims all over the world. Eid Al-Adha
means “The Feast of the Sacrifice.” Muslims do not celebrate Eid at the same time 
each year. The celebration’s dates all depend on the moon 
cycle. They celebrate in style over 3 days. Eid usually starts 
with Muslims going to the Mosque for prayers, dressed in
their best clothes and thanking Allah for all the blessings 
they have received. 

Muslims spend 
the month before 
Eid fasting? This 
is called Ramadan

Did you know?

When is Eid Celebrated?
Eid al-Adha takes place on the tenth 
day of the last month of the Muslim 
calendar. The Muslim calendar follows the moon, so the months 
are based on the moon’s phases. This means it’s 11 days shorter 
than the Gregorian calendar (January–December). So Eid al-Adha
is actually celebrated on a different day every year. This year it 
falls on August 22nd though many will be celebrating on the 21st 
to tie in with the second day of Hajj.The Story of Eid

The festival celebrates a story about a 
prophet called Ibrahim (Abraham). 
Ibrahim had been told by Allah (God) 
that he must sacrifice his son 
Ishamel (Ishmael) to prove his faith to 
Allah.
Ibrahim decided to follow Allah’s 
command. The devil tried to convince 
him to disobey, but Ibrahim refused. He 
threw pebbles at the devil to make him 
leave. When Ibrahim was about to 
sacrifice his son, he found that Allah had 
replaced Ishamel with a ram (though 
some say it was in fact a lamb). Ibrahim 
had proved his devotion to Allah, so his 
son was spared.
Every year, Muslims celebrate Eid al-
Adha to remember Ibrahim’s loyalty and 
obedience to Allah above all others. And 
because of Ibrahim’s actions, Eid al-Adha
is also known as the Festival of Sacrifice.

Thanks to the moon’s phases, the date 
for Eid al-Adha moves around.

How it is celebrated:
Muslims celebrate by having a feast, and giving gifts to the poor. In 
some Muslim traditions gifts are also given to children. In Muslim 
countries the day is given as a national holiday.
When greeting one another during Eid people say “Eid Mubarak” 
which means “have a blessed Eid”.
Eid is on the first day of Shawwal, the month following Ramadan 

(ninth month of the Islamic calendar). Generally, Muslims wake up 

early before sunrise on the day of the Eid, shower, dress up and 

head to the mosque to offer a pre-sunrise prayer called “Salatul

Fajr”. On this wonderful day, they are encouraged to forgive and 

forget all conflicts they might have had with others in the year. 

Children of the family will take turns to seek forgiveness from their 

parents and grandparents.

Muslims then spend the rest of the day visiting friends and relatives 

and in turn, hosting them in their own houses. Visitors are treated to 

various special dishes usually inspired by local cuisines. For 

example, in Singapore, delicious foods like pineapple tarts, rendang, 

ketupat and Nyonya kuehs are served during the celebration of Hari 

Raya! Yum yum! 

When greeting one 
another during Eid
people say “Eid
Mubarak” which 
means “have a blessed 
Eid”

Did you know?

Indian Muslims offer prayers during Eid al-Fitr at Jama Masjid 

mosque in New Delhi.


